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Hidden Peril on Route 50

Sewer Yields 500 Dynamite Sticks

By John Goshko the 37-year-old DeBellis rum- The dynamite was moved

Staff Reporter

An Army bomb-disposal
unit, working with nerve-
grating precision, yesterday
removed more than 500 sticks
of more-than-usually explo- .
sive dynamite from a sani- | Blocked due to copyrl

tary sewer alongside a heav- :
ily-traveled stretch of Rte. 50 See full page 1mage (

in Fairfax City. microfilm.

A six-man detail from the
57th  Ordnance Detachment
at Ft. Belvoir removed the
dynamite, stick by stick, in
a painstaking five-hour opcra-]
tion that began shortly after|.
the explosives were discov-}mg or of resldents in the
;3)!‘0(1 Lby tFail‘fali( Sanitation| vicinity was not necessary.
epartment workers. ; .
Five rotting cartons ﬁlled] DeBe]_lxs, who had an§v.e1ed
with the dynamite were the r{o]nce call for assistance
found in a sewer alongside!S0 quickly that he had no time
Rte. 50 about 300 yards west/l0 change from his Class A
of the Kamp ashington uUniform to fatigues, climbed
Shopping Center and direct-‘ into the sewer to examine the
ly across the road from the explosives,
husiness offices of the Vir-' *“The dynamlte had been
ginia Electric and Power Co. there for a long time,” he
Fairfax City police closed said, “and quite a hit of the
off a quarter-mile stretch of nitroglycerine had oozed out
the road to all traffic while and frozen into a puddle. If
the soldiers, commanded by it had remained there much
Capt. Vincent DeBellis, re- longer, cven the slightest agi-
moved the explosives, The po- tation from a passing truck
[lice decided evacuation of em- could have set it off."
|ployes from the Vepco build- For almost three hours,

maged in the sewer, gingerly
separating each of the round-

ed sticks from its mates and
handing them up ta his men.
lach stick was then carried
carcfully to a nearby station
wagon and laid gently on a
mattress.

All but four of the dynamite
sticks were removed by this
slow, painstaking process. The
remaining four had bhecome
embedded in the frozen nitro-
glveerine and, as one soldier
said, “could be moved safely
only from a distance.”

DeBellis  gently  massaged
the pool of frozen explosive
with oil to soften it and tied
a length of twine around ihe
four sticks.

He and Sp/6 Joseph Sicilia
trailed the long {wine across
the road to a shallow ditch.
There, the two crouched down
and for several agonizing min-
utes gently pulled and tugged
at the twine like anglers play-
ing a dangerous fish.

Finally, just as darkness
was beginning to fall, the four
sticks came loose and were
pulled slowly over the cdye
of the manhole of the sewer,
dangling at the end of the
twine,

to the Fairfax Samtary Fill
and burned.

David L. Brice, chief of the
Fairfax City inspections divi-
sions, said he had “several
ideas™ about how the dyna-
mite got into the sewer. He
declined  to claborate  “until
the poiice have had a chance
to investigate the matter fur-:
ther.” .

Brice said the dynamite was
discovered alter he drove past
the spot last week and noticed
that the mmanhole cover was!
loose. He ordered the Sanita-.
tion Department to repair the
cover. :

When  workers  arrived  to,
fix the cover vesterday mm‘n-i
ing, they spotted the cartons|
filed  with ominous-looking,:
rounded brown sticks. They.
notified police who, in turn,
put in a hurry-up call for as-
sistance to Capt. DeBellis and
his men. |

DeBellis, who emerged from:
the sewer perspiring heavily'
in the erisp autumn air, said:|

“Man, | was warm down’
there—warm on the outside
and even warmer on the in
side.”

Before he and his men left
to take the explosives to the
dump, DeBellis tossed a
lighted rag into the manhonle
to hurn up any traces of nitro-
glyeerine  that might have
heen left behind.,

A few moments later, the
highway was reopened to traf-
fie. But most of the motorists!
who sped past in the ;.';lth('r-f
ing darkness did not even sce:
the tiny wisp of smoke curling !
from the open manhole: the'
only sign of the desperate’
hours that had gone before. |
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